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Great Stocking Stuffers!
(613)247-8277
www.sundanceballoons.com

IT’S DEC. 17. And that
means you have one week
to get your Christmas
shopping finished.

Books are always a popular gift
and there’ll be no shortage of them
being pitched this sea-
son. But what you might
now know is the number
of local authors who
have books on sale in
Ottawa. Here’s a snap-
shot of what’s available.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: A Salute to the
Air Force Medical
Branch

AUTHOR: Harold Wright
SYNOPSIS: Short profiles of mem-

bers of Canada’s Air Force Medical
Branch over the past 60 years, in-
cluding those who developed the an-
ti-gravity suit worn by today’s fight-
er pilots. The 306-page, self-pub-
lished work looks at 76 men and
women from across Canada who,
during World War II and post-war,
worked as doctors, administrators,
flight crew, pharmacists, nurses and
technicians. 

BUY IT: Canadian War Museum
gift shop; Chapters
at Pinecrest.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: Mews-
ings/Musings

AUTHOR: Barbara
Florio Graham

SYNOPSIS: Mews-
ings/Musings is a
compilation of
award-winning hu-
mour by Graham
and her cat, Simon Teakettle.

BUY IT: Independent book stores,
including Shirley Leishman’s at
Westgate. See www.Simon Teaket-
tle.com for locations.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: University Matters
AUTHORS: Sharron & Mike McIn-

tyre
SYNOPSIS: A guide for students

entering first year uni-
versity that leads them
through the steps they
need to take before term
starts and on into the first
few weeks to help them
achieve academic suc-
cess while getting the
most out of their univer-
sity experience. The book
addresses a variety of ac-
ademic, organizational
and social skills to help
students succeed in first
year, and thereafter. Important
health matters are also addressed.

BUY IT: Most book stores includ-
ing Chapters, Shirley Leishman and
at www.universitymatters.ca.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: A Faerie Ring
AUTHOR: Michael Honeth
SYNOPSIS: A fairy tale about a

woman who is destined to do what
no one has done since the age of
myths. In her world of humans, faer-
ies and trolls, she must discover

who she is. But the man
in her life
isn’t who he
seems to be.
Torn be-
tween love
and betrayal,
he must find
his voice.

BUY IT:
Amazon.ca,

Chapters, Indigo, Coles
■ ■ ■

TITLE: A Whisper In My
Heart

AUTHOR: Kathy Clark
SYNOPSIS: Klari/Claire leaves her

grandparent’s home in revolution-
torn Europe to rejoin her parents
who emigrated to Canada when she
was a toddler. Other than a few let-
ters and photographs, 10-year-old
Klari/Claire has had no contact with
her parents and is plagued with
conflicting emotions. Do they

really want her?
Will her parents
like her? Will
she like
them? Who
will read to
her great-
grandmother
now that she
has moved to
Canada? 

BUY IT: Ot-
tawa area Chapters Stores,
Baico Publishing: (819) 684-
3318 or at www.kathyclark.ca

■ ■ ■

TITLE: Ice Tomb
AUTHOR: Deborah Jackson
SYNOPSIS: The year is 2015.

Deep within the Antarctic Ice
Sheet a hotspot suddenly ap-
pears on satellite tracking.

The U.S. science
team that is sent
from McMurdo Sta-
tion to investigate
finds an icy grave-
yard. Minutes lat-
er, their trans-
mission is cut
off. The last
sounds heard
over the radio
a r e t h e i r
s c r e a m s .
NASA lures

volcanologist Erica Dan-
iels to a conference in
Houston by promising to
consider her for their up-
coming mission — establish-
ing the first moon base. In-

stead, her archrival and ex-lover,
David Marsh, gets the plum as-
signment, while she’s sent to Ant-
arctica to lead a new team beneath
the ice. Even worse, she’s sent in
blind. They told her about the ther-
mal signature, but not about the
bodies. Where did they come from?

Is the activity under the
ice the remnants of an
ancient civilization or is
there a more sinister ex-
planation? The answer
could mean the very sur-
vival of the human race. 

BUY IT: Chapters loca-
tions in Ottawa, Mother
Tongue Bookstore and
Bookstop in Orleans, on
line at various outlets.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: The Neglected
Garden

AUTHOR: Alberte Villeneuve-Sin-
clair

SYNOPSIS: The Neglected Garden
takes the reader to the paradise is-
land of Barbados for a vacation trip
where Anne relives the painful

memories of her
fateful 10-

year mar-
r i a g e

t o

a tyrannical and psychotic husband.
Her opportunity to tell her story un-
abashedly to other women and her
resolve to steer clear of toxic rela-
tionships finally brings self-discov-
ery, self-acceptance and forgiveness
and paves the way to newly ac-
quired happiness and peace.

BUY IT: At
www.alber-
t e v i l l e -
neuve.ca or
Baico Pub-
lishing Con-
sultants, 71
Des Cameli-
as, Gati-
neau, Que-
bec, J9J 7G1

■ ■ ■

TITLE: The
Jade Penny
& The Chi-

nese Admiral
AUTHOR: George Laidlaw
SYNOPSIS: Imagine a ship meas-

uring 150 metres long carrying up
to 1,000 men. Now imagine that this
ship landed on the shores of Nova
Scotia 70 years before Christopher
Columbus set sail from Spain. Here
is the story of how the loss of a Brit-
ish ship, the HMS Raleigh, in 1922,
led Michael Small and his friends to
p e r h a p s
o n e

of the greatest rewrites of history of
the 15th century.

BUY IT: At local bookstores and
through Baico Publishing (819) 684-
3318 or at www.kathyclark.ca.

■ ■ ■

TITLE: Pucks Pablum & Pingos
AUTHOR: Randy Ray and Mark

Kearney
SYNOPSIS: Written by “Canada’s

Trivia Guys,” this book explores
Canada from coast-to-coast to bring
readers the classic, the unknown,
the hard to find, and the most mem-
orable details of what makes this

country tick.
The sordid,
the intri-
guing, the
strange, and
the amusing
are all here in
b i t e - s i z e d
trivia entries
that will set-
tle argu-
ments… or
perhaps start
even more! 

BUY IT: In
most book stores or at: www.trivia-
guys.com.

donald.ermen@ott.sunpub.com

DEBORAH JACKSON’S Ice
Tomb takes
you under
the Antarc-

tic ice.
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Leafing through local works
New publications by capital-area authors might be just the thing for the bookworm on your list
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